
synagogues

Interior view: “Holy” of the El Ghriba synagogue, Djerba, Tunisia, 1981.

Photo: Jan Parik. By courtesy of Beth Hatefutsoth Photo Archive, Tel Aviv.

The synagogue, a gathering place for the Jews, became a substitute for 

the Temple of Jerusalem after its destruction (70 c.e.), and the idea of holiness extended 

to synagogues outside Israel as well. The institution of the synagogue played a central 

role in preserving the community and perpetuating the Jewish faith. Over the generations,

exterior synagogue design varied depending on the location of the Diaspora, with 

the interior design falling into broad eastern and western styles. The internal appurtenances 

and decorations became a venue for Jewish artistic expression.





(opposite page) BOTTOM:

Third-century synagogue

excavated at Capernaum.

Photo: Z. Radovan, Jerusalem.

(opposite page) TOP:

Interior of synagogue in

Veroia (Veria), Greece.

Built originally in the 18th

century, the synagogue

underwent expansions and

alterations as the 

community grew and 

dwindled. In this interior

view to the northeast we see

the Ark under a carved

wooden canopy and along

the north wall, three 

plastered rectangles that

replaced the grills of the

former mehiza, or women’s

gallery. Photo: Rivka and

Ben-Zion Dorfman,

Synagogue Art Research,

Jerusalem.

(this page): The ruins of the syn-

agogue in Ostin, Italy.

Photo: Z. Radovan, Jerusalem.



The Magen Aboth synagogue, built in 1910, Alibag, India.

By courtesy of Beth Hatefutsoth, Photo Archive, Tel Aviv. Courtesy of Dorothy Field, Canada.



Beth Sholom,

Elkins Park, Pennsylvania,

United States, synagogue

designed by Frank Lloyd

Wright, 1954. Photo: Jeffrey

Howe, Fine Arts Department,

Boston College, USA.

Synagogue (now an art gallery) in Trencin, Slovakia. This imposing edifice was completed in 1913 to replace a 

125-year-old building and to serve the needs of some 1,500 Jews, about 16 percent of the town’s population.

With lavish dome and Oriental decorative motifs, the synagogue contains a spacious winter prayer-room on the southern

side, shown here, where a small kehillah of fewer than two dozen members met weekly for Shabbat prayers in the 1990s.

Photo: Rivka and Ben-Zion Dorfman, Synagogue Art Research, Jerusalem.



Part of the painted ceiling 

of the synagogue in 

Chodorow, near Lvov,

Poland (now Ukraine).

The paintings were by Israel 

Ben Mordechai Lisnicki of

Jaryczow in 1714.

The synagogue was 

destroyed during the 

Holocaust. Reconstruction 

in Beth Hatefutsoth.

By courtesy of

Beth Hatefutsoth Photo 

Archive, Tel Aviv,

Permanent Exhibition.

The 14th-century Ark of the Law 

in the Altneushul in Prague.

The synagogue is one of the oldest

in Europe, dating at least to the 

12th century. Photo: Z. Radovan,

Jerusalem.



ABOVE: Johanan ben Zakkai 

synagogue, built in the early 

17th century by descendants of Jews 

expelled from Spain, Old City,

Jerusalem. Photo: Z. Radovan,

Jerusalem.

LEFT: Torah scroll niches in a

faience-tiled wall from a synagogue in

Isfahan, Iran, c. 1550. Photo: H. R.

Lippmann, NY. The Jewish Museum,

New York.



A model of the synagogue of Kai-Feng, China.

The synagogue was first constructed in 1163

and rebuilt in 1653. In the 18th century, after

the community had disintegrated through

assimilation, the synagogue fell into decay.

By courtesy of Beth Hatefutsoth Photo Archive,

Tel Aviv. Permanent Exhibition.

ABOVE and BELOW: Interior and exterior views of the “Zedek Veshalom” Synagogue, founded in 1716,

Paramaribu, Surinam. According to beliefs, the floor of sand inside this synagogue remains as such until the 

community goes back to Jerusalem. Photo: Micha Bar-Am. By courtesy of Mordechai Arbell.


